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Family Prayer to St Ann

Saint Ann, 

Grandmother of Jesus and mother of Mary, 

Please take our family into your loving care. 

Instil in us the virtues you taught Mary, 

Preparing her to be the Mother of God. 

With Saint Joachim, 

You were a model for Christian parents; 

Help us to follow your example. 

May our lives reflect the peace, joy, and holiness 

That demonstrate God's presence among us. 

Guide us to live as a family in God's Kingdom on earth, 

So we may one day be united in His eternal Kingdom. 

Amen.
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Entrance Hymn

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Chorus
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them, Whom shall I send? Chorus ...

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?  Chorus ...
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Reading: 2 Timothy 4:10-17 

Demas has deserted me for love of this life and gone to

Thessalonika, Crescens has gone to Galatia and Titus to

Dalmatia; only Luke is with me. Get Mark to come and bring him

with you; I find him a useful helper in my work. I have sent

Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak I left with

Carpus in Troas, and the scrolls, especially the parchment ones.

Alexander the coppersmith has done me a lot of harm; the Lord

will repay him for what he has done. Be on your guard against

him yourself, because he has been bitterly contesting everything

that we say.

The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single

witness to support me. Every one of them deserted me – may they

not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and

gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be

proclaimed for all the pagans to hear.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm: 144 (145)

Response: Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious

splendour of your reign.
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Gospel Acclamation: Jn 15:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
I chose you from the world to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will

last, says the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 10:1-9 

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead
of him, in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to
visit. He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are
few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his
harvest. Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out like
lambs among wolves. Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals.
Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let your
first words be, “Peace to this house!” And if a man of peace lives
there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back
to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they
have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move
from house to house. Whenever you go into a town where they
make you welcome, eat what is set before you. Cure those in it
who are sick, and say, “The kingdom of God is very near to you.”’

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Homily
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The Ceremony of Welcome

Dean: My Lord, I ask you to induct Fr James Raj as Parochial
Administrator of St Ann’s, Kingston Hill.

Bishop: Have you a letter of appointment?

Dean: I have.

Bishop: Let it be read.
After the Dean has read the Letter of Appointment, the Bishop says:

Bishop: In the name of His Grace the Archbishop of Southwark, I call
upon you, Fr James Raj, to make the Profession of Faith.

The new Parochial Administrator kneels before the Bishop, placing his right
hand on the Book of the Gospels, he makes his Profession of Faith according
to the usual formula. This is then signed by him and the Bishop.

Bishop: It is the duty of the Priest to proclaim the word of God. He
must study the Bible and meditate on its message; believe what he
reads; teach what he believes and practice what he teaches.
Are you willing to cooperate with your Bishop in preaching Christ in
season and out of season, explaining to all the Word of God?

Priest: I am, with the help of God.

Bishop: People of this Parish of St Ann’s, Kingston Hill, we are called
to preach Christ by the witness of a good life and to hand on the faith
to our children. Are you willing to do this?

People: We are, with the help of God.
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Bishop: The Priest gathers together the People of God for prayer and
sustains them as they go forth to carry out the mission of the Church
to the world. Are you ready to pray with the people, as well as for
them, and to lead and encourage them in their apostolate in the
world?

Priest: I am, with the help of God.

Bishop: People of this Parish, you share in the work of the Church.
Will you work and pray together in love, seeking through prayer and
service to grow in the knowledge of the Faith and to make the Gospel
known throughout the world?

People: We will, with the help of God.

Bishop: The Priest cares for the people by celebrating with them the
Sacraments. When he baptises, he brings men and women into the
family of God; he witnesses their marriage vows; in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, he forgives sins in the name of Christ and His Church;
with holy oil, he strengthens and consoles the sick and the dying. Will
you prepare your people by wise instruction to receive the
Sacraments worthily and fruitfully?

Priest: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: People of this Parish, will you cooperate in preparing for the
reception of the Sacraments?

People: We will, with the help of God.

Bishop: It is the Priest’s privilege and duty to celebrate the Sacrifice of
the Mass, to proclaim the Lord's death until he comes, and to feed the
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people with the Body and Blood of Christ. Are you willing to celebrate
the Mass faithfully for the living and dead as the Church ordains for
the glory and the sanctification of Christ’s people?

Priest: I am, with the help of God.

Bishop: People of this Parish, will you faithfully participate in the
Sacred Mysteries of Christ’s Body and Blood so that the Church may
be built up as the body of Christ?

People: We will, with the help of God.

Bishop: It is the Priest’s privilege and duty to sustain and guide his
people along the way to unity with all Christians and to seek the gifts
of unity and peace for the world. Are you willing to work zealously to
overcome division and to seek the unity for which Jesus prayed?

Priest: I am, with the help of God.

Bishop: People of this Parish, will you cooperate with all Christians to
promote the work of true unity?

People: We will, with the help of God. [ALL STAND]

Bishop: Let us pray: God our Father, look on Fr James Raj, your
servant and co-worker with the Bishop in this place. May his word and
example inspire and guide your people here, and may he and all those
in his care come to the joy of everlasting life. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

The Bishop leads the Parochial Administrator to the Presidential Chair. 
He then sits.
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Offertory Hymn

Take our bread, we ask you, take our hearts,
We love You, take our lives,
O Father we are Yours, we are Yours.

Yours as we stand at the table You set,
Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can’t forget.
We are the signs of Your life with us yet:
We are Yours, we are Yours.

Take our bread, we ask you, take our hearts,
We love You, take our lives,
O Father we are Yours, we are Yours.

Your holy people stand washed in Your blood,
Spirit filled, yet hungry we await Your food,
Poor though we are we have brought ourselves to You:
We are Yours, we are Yours.
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Bishop: In the name of the Archbishop of Southwark, I give you the
document of your appointment and I entrust to you the keys of the
Church.
 

The newly appointed Parochial Administrator then stands and faces
the congregation.

Priest: I greet you all in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All: We welcome you among us in his name. 

The Mass continues with the Bidding Prayers
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Communion Hymn 1

Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers
That you do unto me.
Whatsoever you do to the least of my sisters
That you do unto me.

When I was hungry, you gave me to eat;

When I was thirsty you gave me to drink.

Now enter into the home of my Father.

When I was weary, you helped me find rest;

When I was anxious, you calmed all my fears.

Now enter into the home of my Father.

When I was homeless, you opened your door;

When I was naked, you gave me your coat.

Now enter into the home of my Father.

When in a prison, you came to my cell;

When on a sickbed, you cared for my needs.

Now enter into the home of my Father.

When I was laughed at, you stood by my side;

When I was happy, you shared in my joy.

Now enter into the home of my Father.

Friday 18 October 2024Induction Mass of Fr James Raj
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Communion Hymn 2

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You

Chorus: Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness only light
And where there's sadness ever joy Chorus...

Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life Chorus...
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Fr James Raj addresses the congregation



Thank you so much for being at the Induction Mass this evening. 
We continue the celebration with the Reception. 

All are welcome!

Recessional Hymn

As I kneel before you, as I bow my head in prayer,
Take this day, make it yours and fill me with your love.

Ave Maria, Gratia plena, Dominus tecum, Benedicta tu.

All I have I give you, every dream and wish are yours,
Mother of Christ, Mother of mine, present them to my Lord.

As I kneel before you, and I see your smiling face,
Ev’ry thought, ev’ry word, is lost in your embrace.

St Ann's Catholic Church
Kingston Hill, SURREY, KT2 7LX

020 8546 8732, kingstonhill@rcaos.org.uk
www.stannskingstonhill.org.uk
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Fr James Raj’s Induction  18 October 2024 

 

Induction Mass Speech 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Today is a day filled with immense joy and gratitude, and I thank God for bringing us 

together on this special occasion. As I stand before you, I feel deeply blessed by the support 

and love that has guided me to this point in my priestly journey. 

I would like to begin by thanking Archbishop John Wilson, who has appointed me as the 

Parochial Administrator of St. Ann’s Parish. Special thanks as well for his lovely email wishes 

for my induction. I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to Bishop Philip Moger, axillary 

bishop of Southwark, who, despite his busy schedule as the newly elected Bishop of 

Plymouth, has graciously accepted being the main celebrant today. Bishop Philip, your 

presence is a great honour, and I am truly thankful for your kindness. I am also honoured to 

have Canon Gerald Bradley, the Episcopal Vicar for the South Area, with us today. Special 

thanks as well to Fr. Michael Lovell, the Dean of Kingston Deanery, for gracing this occasion 

by reading my appointment letter.  

I must also acknowledge and thank my Bishop Antonysamy S., from my home diocese in 

India, for sending me to work in the Archdiocese of Southwark. His blessings and 

encouragement have been my guiding strength throughout this mission. 

I am delighted to be sharing this special moment with my family. Coincidentally, my mother 

is currently visiting my brother and sister’s family here in London, and I am overjoyed that 

they are all present with me today. To my mother, brother, sister in London and my sister in 

India, and their families, thank you for sharing in my joy. Your love and support have been 

invaluable to me. 

I am equally grateful to my school friend Guru, college friend Jothi, and seminary friend Fr. 

Victor, who are also present today. Seeing you here fills me with joy and brings back 

cherished memories. Your friendship and presence have been a blessing throughout my life.  

I want to offer my sincere thanks to my brother priests, particularly Mgr. Gerry Ewing, the 

Vicar General of the Archdiocese, who has been more than just a mentor to me—he has 

been a true guiding light in my ministry. Your wisdom, kindness, and example have 
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profoundly shaped the way I serve, and I will always be deeply grateful for your influence in 

my life. I also wish to thank Mgr. Kevin Toomey from the Archdiocese of Boston, United 

States, who has graciously accepted my invitation to attend my induction during his holidays 

in London. 

I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to the Canons: Luke Smith and David 

Gibbons, and the many priests who journeyed with me through good times and hard times, 

including the members of my priests support group and my close friends. Your guidance and 

fraternity have meant the world to me.  

Special thanks also go to my dear former parish priest, Fr. Shaju Varkey, from St. Boniface 

Tooting, whose kindness for over the past two years and has tirelessly supported me while 

starting here in my new parish and also in helping to organise today’s event. Your support, 

along with the St. Boniface parish family, has been a blessing throughout my ministry. How 

lovely it is to see Fr. Antony, my fellow diocesan, serving as the assistant at St. Boniface, 

replacing me. I am sure you will enjoy their love and care as much as I have.  I would also like 

to recognize and thank the communities of St. Andrew's, Thornton Heath, and English 

Martyrs, Streatham, where I have been assistant priest for the love and encouragement they 

have given me. You have all contributed immensely to my journey as a priest. 

To my new parish family here at St. Ann's, thank you for your warm welcome, care, and the 

family atmosphere you have created. I am blessed to be part of this faith community as we 

begin this journey together. I look forward to serving you and growing in faith with you. I am 

also grateful for the warm welcome and collaborative ministry approach from the St. Ann's 

parish school community, including Holy Angels Preparatory School and Marymount 

International School. Special Thanks to Mrs Sarah Hair, Mrs Margret Giblin and the staff. I 

look forward to working together in building a vibrant, Christ-centered community. 

Finally, my heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who helped make today’s celebration 

possible—the volunteers, the choir, the altar servers, welcoming team, catering team, 

technical team, decoration team, Knights of Columba and all those who worked behind the 

scenes to ensure everything has run smoothly so far. Your dedication and hard work are 

deeply appreciated. 

As I begin this new chapter of ministry here at St. Ann’s, I humbly ask for your prayers and 

support. Together, let us walk in the light of Christ, serving one another with joy and love. 

Let us invoke the intercession of the saints: St. Ann, pray for us. St. Luke, pray for us. 

Thank you all, and may God bless you abundantly.  
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Bidding Prayers for Induction Mass 

Bishop:  Brothers and sisters, as we gather to celebrate this special moment of 

induction, let us place our prayers and petitions before the Lord, confident in His 

mercy and love. 

1. For the Church and Her Leaders:  We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

Archbishop John Wilson, Bishop Philip Moger, and all who serve in leadership within 

the Church. May they be guided by the Holy Spirit in wisdom, courage, and humility 

as they shepherd God’s people.  (Pause) 

Lord, in your mercy … Hear our prayer. 

2. For Fr James Raj:  We pray for Fr James Raj, as he begins his ministry in our parish. 

May the Lord bless him with the grace to be a faithful and loving shepherd. May he 

be filled with the Holy Spirit as he serves in this new role.  (Pause) 

Lord, in your mercy … Hear our prayer. 

3. For Our Parish Community:  We pray for all of us gathered here at St Ann’s 

Kingston Hill. May we be a community that reflects the love of Christ, welcoming all 

who come through our doors and supporting one another in faith, hope, and charity.   

Lord, in your mercy … Hear our prayer. 

4. For Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life:  We ask the Lord to inspire 

men and women to respond generously to the call to priesthood and religious life. 

May they be strengthened in their commitment to serve God and His people.   

Lord, in your mercy … Hear our prayer. 

5. Let us now turn to our Blessed Mother, asking for her intercession as we entrust 

our prayers to her loving care: 

All:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;  blessed art thou among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God,  pray for us 

sinners,  now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Bishop:  Loving Father, hear our prayers, those spoken aloud and those we hold in the 

silence of our hearts. We offer them with trust and confidence, through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 
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Dear Volunteers, 

Thank you for your commitment to making the induction mass a success. Here’s a detailed 

overview of your roles: 

Altar Servers: Head to your area, where Sister Ursula and Adrina will assist you. 

Welcoming Team: Anne will lead. At the entrance, welcome guests, provide booklets, and inform 

them about fire exits (right), toilets (right), and refreshments. If the church fills, direct them to the 

hall for the live stream. Guide dignitaries and family members to special seating; they will identify 

themselves. Give priority to elders, young mothers, and pregnant women only fill their seats with 

others once the mass starts. Offer choir loft to those who can sing. We can join the serving team 

after the mass. 

Seating Helpers: Headed by Jose. After welcoming, assist guests to their seats. Guide dignitaries 

and family members to their designated area; otherwise, direct guests to general seating. At least 

7 to 8 in a row. 

Tea and Coffee Team: led by Carman and Vivian. Begin by serving priests in the house, then 

manage refreshments for guests in the refreshment area. 

Logistics Team: Led by Joseph, you’ll oversee parking. Start from the right-hand corner near the 

wall, parking tightly to maximize space. Direct cars to the outside once the lot is full. After mass, 

please assist with serving finger food alongside the catering team. 

Let’s meet at six o’clock in the church for a brief review. By six-fifteen, we’ll be ready to welcome 

our guests. 

Thank you all! 

Best wishes, Father James Raj 
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Announcements during the induction Mass by MC 

For the Priests (Before Mass in the House): 

“Good evening, Fathers. As we prepare for our celebration, please note that we’ll be using 

Eucharistic Prayer III. Booklets are available for your reference. There will be designated seating 

for the main celebrants at the front, with seven chairs arranged. The rest will occupy the 

surrounding seats. Let us proceed with reverence and joy.” 

For the Congregation (Before Mass Begins): 

“Good evening, and a warm welcome to each of you. Thank you for joining us for the Induction 

Mass of Father James. We are so glad to have you here. For your safety, please note the fire exit to 

your left, and restrooms are available here and in the hall area. Our volunteers are present should 

you need any assistance. Thank you.” 

During the Service (Communion): 

“During Communion, the priests will bring the Eucharist to your area. Please come forward in a 

single line to receive. A priest will also attend to those in the hall and the loft area where the choir 

and others are seated.” 

End of the Service: 

“Thank you for being part of this special occasion. As we conclude, we offer you a warm farewell. 

After the final hymn, please join us in the garden to the right for refreshments. Wine, juice, and 

other items will be served. All are welcome to join and take photos with Father James. Go safe, 

and may God bless you all. We wish you a pleasant evening and all the very best.” 

 

Thank you! 
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